
 

 
 

 
Greetings and salutations Houston High School families and friends:  

 
The first three quarters of school have come and gone and we are 
looking forward to an awesome 4th quarter at Houston High School! It 
is time to turn our thoughts from the darkness of winter to the 
brightness of spring. It is time for all of us to start thinking about the 
season of renewal and the vibrancy of spring. 
 
The 3rd quarter has just finished, and we are in the home stretch. This means different things for 
everyone, but we wanted to take a moment to bring your attention to three critical checkpoints as 
we wrap up the year. First, we have the state mandated SBA and HSGQE testing April 1-4. In 
regards to our students' performance, we are exceedingly proud. We consistently have 99-100% 
attendance during the SBA's. Please continue to keep this tradition alive by ensuring your student is 
at school during these tests. We want to work with you to encourage your child's success on the 
mandated testing, so please call us if you encounter any attendance challenges during this testing 
week. Secondly, graduation is on May 12 at 7 pm and will be held at the Menard Sports Complex. 
Everyone is welcome to attend this celebration as we send off our seniors. 
 
Furthermore, we would like to provide the following test taking tips that can improve and facilitate 
your student’s success on the SBAs.  When you take a test, you are demonstrating your ability to 
understand course material or perform certain tasks. Successful test taking avoids carelessness. 
Examples of objective tests are true-false, multiple choice, and fill-in-the-blank. Examples of 
subjective texts are short answer, essay, or oral exams. These suggestions may help you succeed in 
having your abilities properly evaluated and efforts rewarded! 
 
1. Analyze how you did on a similar test in the past. 
 
2. Arrive early for tests. 
-List what you need beforehand to avoid panic. 
-Good preparation prepares you for the task at hand. 
 
3. Be comfortable but alert. 
-Choose a comfortable location with space enough that you need. 
-Don't slouch; maintain good posture. 
 
4. Stay relaxed and confident. 
-Keep a good attitude and remind yourself that you are going to do your best. 
-If you find yourself panicking, take a few deep breaths. 
 
5. Read directions carefully! 
 
6. If there is time, look through the test to double check your answers. 

Upcoming 
Activities 

BB ASAA 
Champion-
ships 

@ Sullivan 
Arena (ANC) 

3/20-3/22 

Start of 
Spring Sports 

3/17 

Spring MAP 
Testing 

4/21-5/9 

SBA/HSGQE 

* Reading 4/1  

* Writing 4/ 2 

* Math 4/3 

* Science 4/4 
(10th Grade Only) 

Graduation: 

5/12 (7:00 pm) 

 

 



 

 
 

 
7. Answer questions in a strategic order: 
-Answer easy questions first to build confidence. 
 
8.  Review!  
-Resist the urge to leave when you complete the exam. 
 
9. Change answers to questions if you erred or misread the question! 
 
10. Decide on and adopt study strategies that work best for you. 
 
Moreover, Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Lincoln (guidance counselors) have been working hard with 
9th-11th graders on schedule requests for next year.  Students who have submitted requests for 
electives and core courses will be scheduled based on previous grades and testing results. 
Applications for district-wide courses are available on the district website under the Career and 
Technical Education department site.  These courses fill up quick and are filled on a first come first 
serve basis.  If you are interested in a CTE course, get your application to your counselor ASAP. 
Also, summer school applications will be available at the end of March.  Classes will be offered at 
Wasilla High and Colony High.  MSBSD Summer School is primarily for credit recovery but there 
may also be options available for acceleration.     
 
Lastly, as a requirement of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, states and school districts 
must issue annual report cards to parents. The purpose of the report card is to provide parents with 
information about the district and their child’s school in terms of teacher qualifications, academic 
achievement, and school/district accountability. To access the report cards electronically, follow 
these steps: 
 
1.     Visit our district web site at http://www.matsuk12.us//site/Default.aspx?PageID=17439 
2.     On this webpage, click on your school to view your school report card for the 2012-2013 
school year (listed under FY 13). 
 
In conclusion, let's continue to work together for each student's success in all aspects as we wrap up 
the semester. We look forward to every student finishing the year successfully and enjoying their 
summer. Have a great spring, and we hope to see you at our spring activities...Go HAWKS! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill Johnson & Justin Ainsworth 
William.Johnson@matsuk12.us 
Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us     
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